WILLINGDON
was celebrated by visits to Canada from the Prince of
Wales and Stanley Baldwin, the British Prime Minister;
the long-standing controversy between Canada and New-
foundland regarding the Labrador frontier was formally
settled; and a new International Peace bridge was opened
connecting Ontario with Buffalo in the United States.
In 1929 Ramsay MacDonald also visited Canada,
The Willingdons had endeared themselves to the
Canadians; he was called their most popular Governor-
General; and on Lord Halifax completing his term of
office in India there seemed to be no one more suitable
for the place than one who had already served there for ten
years and knew and was known to many of its leading figures.
Four of Willingdon's predecessors in India, Elgin, Dufferin,
Lansdowne and Minto, had all been Governors-General of
Canada;.but only once in the last century had a former
Governor of a Presidency, Bentinck, risen to the highest
place in India, though Lawrence had refused the Governor-
ship of Bombay.
Willingdon, who was now given an earldom, took up
his new office in 193 L He was the oldest Viceroy who had
ever gone out to India, but he shewed few signs of age. He
at once started travelling about the country by air, the
first Viceroy to do so,
India was still mainly occupied with the Independence
movement, though there was now an interval of com-
parative quiet; but in 1934 one of the greatest earthquakes
ever known devastated many provinces and states and
monopolised attention,
In 1935 self-government under responsible ministries
was accorded by the British Parliament to eleven provinces
of British India, their relations to the Central Executive
being designed to some extent on a line with those of the
Federal Constitution in the United States of America.
During these years various measures were passed to
regulate the Indian currency; and a commercial treaty
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